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In order to master the current situation and enhance the sustainable development of China's environmental Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), All-China Environment Federation (ACEF) conducted the second nationwide survey on the status quo of China’s environmental CSOs in 2008 after the first survey in 2005. 

I. Number of China’s Environmental CSOs
  There are 771 more environmental CSOs in 2008 as compared with that in 2005. By the end of October, 2008, there were 3539 environmental CSOs in China (including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan), including 1309 CSOs initiated and supported by the government, 1382 students’ environmental protection unions and associations, 508 grass root NGOs, and 90 branches of international environmental NGOs in China's mainland. The number of grass root NGOs was doubled as compared with that in 2005, with an increase of more than 300, and these NGOs are located mainly in Beijing, Guangdong, Hubei, Yunnan, Tibet and Xinjiang. 

II. Basic Situation of China’s Environmental CSOs
  1. The issue of registration is one of the biggest problems for grass root NGOs. 76.6% of CSOs initiated and supported by the government are registered with the Ministry of Civil Affairs of People's Republic of China (MCA). However, it is very difficult for the grass root NGOs to register with the MCA, therefore they have to register with the administrations for industry and commerce, which usually accept the registration of business entities. 

  2. There are 28.9% of environmental CSOs without full-time staff and 46.5% of CSOs with the full-time staff of 1 to 5 persons. 80% of branches of international environmental CSOs have the full-time staff of less than 20 persons, 59.7% of grass root NGOs the full-time staff of 1 to 10 persons. The number of full-time staff in branches of international NGOs increases the most, and the number of the increase is two times of that of other environmental CSOs.

  3. There are 77.8% of leaders of environmental CSOs with an education of college or university studies. increasing a little as compared with that in 2005. The ratio of men to women is 3 to 1 and the proportion of female leaders increases obviously.
  4. The rate of environmental CSOs having offices has increased from 40% in 2005 to 55.2% in 2008. 

  5. Regarding fund-raising channels, 26% of China’s environmental CSOs have their own fixed sources for fund- raising, while it was 23.9% in 2005. The main sources of funding for environmental CSOs initiated and supported by the government are from governmental appropriation and membership fees; the main sources of funding for students’ environmental unions and associations are from membership fees, donation and governmental appropriation; the main sources of funding for branches of international environmental NGOs are from philanthropy donations and foundation donations; the main sources of funding for grass root NGOs is from philanthropy donation. The donation of grass root NGOs is from many sources, including 59.6% of the donation from their members, 48.8% from enterprises, 64.6% from the public. In recent years, the cooperation between CSOs and enterprises or other organizations through environmental programs is the main source of funding for CSOs. The cooperation mode is taken as a “hematopoietic machine”, which can help environmental CSOs improve the efficiency of the project implementation, make best use of funds, promote the staff’s working enthusiasm, and sustainably develop themselves, without depending only on the governmental appropriation.

6. Under the environmental CSOs initiated and supported by governments and international environmental NGOs, there are line departments with different responsibilities. Under students’ environmental protection unions and grass root NGOs, there are project teams or groups. Compared with the year 2005, the survey in 2008 shows that grass root NGOs have been gradually improving their organizational systems, 7% more organizations have established their rules of procedure. 70.7% of environmental CSOs have prepared their Annual Report, 25% more such organizations have carried out performance evaluation in 2008 as compared with 2005. 

7. Volunteers take part in various aspects of environmental protection, i.e. environmental protection publicity and education, project implementation, social investigation, protection of the environmental right of the public, and etc. According to the survey, 82.3% of environmental CSOs provided volunteer services in 2008, increasing a little than that in 2005, especially the grass root NGOs increasing the most by 11.4%. Contribution by volunteers includes providing funds and other resources for public-interest and participating in other voluntary activities. At present, the volunteer management system of environmental CSOs is mainly composed of volunteer regulations and laws, recruitment and employment, communication, training, monitoring, performance evaluation, incentive system, material returns and services for volunteers' development. 

8. The government provides various support to the environmental CSOs, including providing information, venues for activities and financial resources. 51.6% of the CSOs can get such support. The relation between environmental CSOs and enterprises is a combination between cooperation and conflict. They cooperate in organizing public activities, exhibitions, scientific research, social investigation, etc. There are conflicts when CSOs criticize enterprises or make evaluations of their environmental performances. The relation between the environmental CSOs and the public is very good. The public participate in more and more environment activities through replacing plastic bags with degradable bags, saving electricity, reducing motor exhaust emission, and providing suggestions on environmental policies and legislations. 

III. China’s Environmental CSOs Participation in International Exchange and Cooperation.
1. International cooperation on projects and programs. China's environmental CSOs participate in international program in 2008, including 50% of CSOs initiated and supported by government, 46.7% of students' environmental protection unions and associations, 80.8% of grass root NGOs. There are many fields of international cooperation, such as protection of biodiversity, wetland protection, climate change, energy saving and emission reduction, rivers protection, and so on. 

2. International conferences. 64.7% of China's environmental CSOs participate in international conferences in 2008, including 70% of CSOs initiated and supported by government, 53.3% of students' environmental protection unions and associations, and 69.2% of grass root NGOs. 

3. Visiting abroad to learn foreign experience. China's environmental CSOs visited foreign countries in 2008 to learn experience in foreign countries in environmental protection and sustainable development.

4. Membership with international organizations. At present, there are not many China’s environmental CSOs which are members of international organizations. Those who have joint are mostly CSOs initiated and supported by governments and professional grass root NGOs. The international organizations whose membership China’s environmental CSOs wish to join in are: the World Conservation Union (IUCN), Lipotes Organization, Snow Leopard Trust, , Pacific Environment and Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI). 

IV. Development Trend of China’s Environmental CSOs
1. Environmental CSOs are developing in a professional way that they divide their divisions of labour based on more specialization and focus on more specific targets. For example, Zhendanji Public Database Technology Center takes data platform as their work priority, making water contamination maps, air pollution maps, green selection public interaction platform and biodiversity protection maps, and providing Friends of Nature with membership management platform.
2. Environmental CSOs actively carry out joint activities. In recent years, environmental CSOs share intellectual, information ,financial resources and human resources with each other through various forms of information communication exchange and platforms of experience exchange. In May 2008, a massive earthquake hit Sichun Province, the nine public-interest organizations composed of All-China Environment Federation (ACEF), China Association for Social Promotion, China Youth Development Foundation, Seismological Society of China, China Health and Medical Development Foundation, Chinese Preventive Medicine Association，China International Public Relations Association, Chinese Charity Foundation，together initiated an appeal on earthquake response and mitigation to 350,000 CSOs, to assist the Central Government and State Council in making positive response to the earthquake, making best use of their organizations’ advantages and providing resources and help. After the appeal was launched, all sectors of the society positively responded. On the one hand, they stood fast at their post ensuring their work to continue normally, and on the other, they made their best to provide financial and labour support in many ways. Many environmental CSOs organized volunteers to go to disaster areas. 

Full cooperation and coordination will become long-term characteristics of development of environmental CSOs.

3. Environmental CSOs pay greater attention to their own professional development and also to mutual support. The big CSOs provide financial support to those that are in lack of finance through the small grant programs. The CSOs which have common interest have organized themselves into consortia to share information and experience and help each other. For example, Friends of Nature has implemented of the Dandelion Plan and will extend the financial support to other organizations in the third phase.

4. Environmental CSOs have developed from mere preaching to awareness raising so as to promote the application of sustainable living styles. For example, an environmental NGO Han Haisha published a book entitled “Mountains and Rivers” which aims at influencing readers' concept of value on the basis of Chinese traditional culture and morality. An environmental NGO Global Village of Beijing has proposed the concept of LOHAS (Lifestyles of Health and Sustainability) which is also based on this approach.

5. Environmental CSOs have found more sources for fund-raising. According to the survey, 65.7% of environmental CSOs have more than two sources, 18.8% have three, and 13.8% have more than four. 

V. Functions of China's Environmental CSOs
   1. To help the government with research and assesment of environmental policies, which have strong relation with national economy and people's livelihood, as well as individual's interest. They can only be scientifically made and effectively implemented if they are suitable for the development of society and can satisfy the general public's wishes on the environment. Environmental CSOs are from the general public and are composed of experts, scholars and other stakeholders in many fields, therefore they can help the government with the research and assessment of environmental policies, which will better reflect the needs of the public. In 2006, 2007 and 2008, ACEF held the 2nd, 3rd and 4th China International Forum on Environment and Development, in which more than 1300 high-level officials, outstanding experts in the field of the environment participated and discussed in depth important environmental issues and countermeasures. At these forums, suggestions such as 'letting the rivers, lakes and seas recuperate and build up strength', and ‘promoting the development of low-carbon economy' were made. In June 2008, Henan Environment Federation launched the Henan Summit on Pollution Reduction and Environmental Friendliness, in which thematic seminars were held to discuss how to promote energy saving and emission reduction, and build environmentally friendly society in Henan Province.

   2. To supervise and urge the government to fulfill their environmental performances and responsibilities conscientiously. From March to September 2008, ACEF carried out continuous investigation and research on the strontium carbonate pollution problem in Dazu County, Chongqing. ACEF submitted a letter on the results of the investigation and ACEF’s suggestions to relevant government departments, and publicized the information in the media, which had given rise to great social repercussions. Premier Wen Jiabao and the Secretary of Chongqing City of CPC Bo Xilai made written comments on our letter, pointing out that the problem must be addressed seriously. As the result of ACEF’s work, the problem was solved.

   3. To develop publicity and education programs in order to raise environmental awareness of the public. 91.2% of environmental CSOs have carried out publicity and education activities on environmental protection. The target groups include school students and teachers, enterprise staff, community residents, and so on; the contents of publicity involve protecting the wildlife, forests, wetlands, rivers, lakes and seas, tobacco control, energy saving and emission reduction, climate change, and green consumption, etc.

   4. To promote public participation in environmental protection and unite all forces together. Environmental CSOs can guide the general public through publicity and education campaigns on how to protect our environment. Meanwhile, they can also cultivate self-consciousness and voluntary service spirit of the general public. Yueyang Association of Environment Volunteers has developed the activity of 'building up the forest of life' and has in many years mobilized students in middle and primary schools to plant trees. They have until now planted 140,000 trees covering 1000 Mu, with nearly 30,000 teachers, students as well as parents directly participated.

   5. To implement national environment policies and promote energy saving and emission reduction. According to the research, more than half or even higher proportion of environmental CSOs have carried out the work in energy saving and emission reduction. The work mainly include reducing energy consumption, researching, developing and promoting products that are helpful for energy saving and emission reduction, publicity and education, reducing pollution emission, promoting the use of solar energy and bio-gas, energy saving policy research, environment survey in communities and schools, advocating reuse of wastes, prohibiting the use of plastic bags, and so on.

   6. To safeguard the environmental rights of the public and promote public-interest litigation. According to the survey, 11% of environmental CSOs have taken part in safeguarding the environmental rights of the public, including 21% of grass root NGOs. The Centre for Legal Assistance to Pollution Victims of China University of Political Sciences and Law and the Legal Service Center of ACEF have provided legal assistance services for more than million environmental victims during the past three years.

   7. To promote enterprises in fulfilling their corporate social responsibility so as to expand sources of funding. Green Watershed carried out the activity of Green Credit so as to promote banks to supervise enterprises to take their social responsibilities in the field of the environment. Institute of Public & Environmental Affairs made "China Water Pollution Map" to make some enterprises to stop using forbidden environmental products.

   8. To respond to public emergency incidents and assist the government in restoring social and living order of the public. Environmental CSOs played an active role in going in for earthquake relief work, i.e. sending volunteers to earthquake stricken areas, donating money and clothes, participating in the work of post-disaster reconstruction. As to the post-disaster reconstruction, environmental CSOs promoted incorporating the environmental protection, energy saving and emission reduction into the program of post-disaster reconstruction, and making a bridge between the government and the public, and encouraging people to actively take part in the work of the reconstruction program.

VI. Issues facing China's Environmental CSOs
  1. The government has not provided adequate guidance and support to environmental CSOs because of its limitation to their functions, activities, and policies of the environmental CSOs. 

  2. Insufficient funds are both a burden and challenge confronting environmental CSOs. 

  3. There is not enough capacity to develop resources and attract social elites. 

  4. Environmental CSOs’ capacity is generally weak.

  5. Continuance existence of the students's unions and associations is one of the biggest problems in universities. 
VII. Suggestions for promoting the sound development of China's environment CSOs

  1. The government at various levels and relevant departments should reinforce the support for environment CSOs. Firstly, the government should have its political trust in environmental CSOs so as to intensify their management. Secondly, the government should reinforce their help and provide their guidance to the sound development of the environmental CSOs. The government should provide environmental CSOs with information and necessary funds through establishing the good cooperative relationship with them.

  2. Environmental CSOs should clerify their entities, and choose the most suitable living style and development strategy for themselves so as to intensify their capacity building.They should pay attention to the human resource development for keeping their sustainable and sound development for themselves.   

  3. Environmental CSOs should intensify social communication and coordination and serve actively as a bridge between the government and the public; advocate themselves, set up their brands and attract the public by making best use of science technology, network and media, and various kinds of the new advocation ways; make a win-win partnership with enterprises; and provide scientificly the government with suggestions with experts and professors from academic institutions.

  4. Environmental CSOs should promote international exchange and cooperation. On the one hand, the government at various levels and relative governments should make more understanding the need and achievements of environmental CSOs and provide opportunities for environmental CSOs to get more information and exchange with international organizations. On the other hand, environmental CSOs should reinforce their capacity building and public credibility, advocate for themselves and attract more elites, so as to make more opportunities for international exchanges and cooperation.
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