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China’s environmental NGOs, as one of the major groups, play an important and active role in influencing the government’s
environmental policies, supervising enterprises to fulfill their corporate social responsibilities, and conducting environmental
education and publication to encourage the public to participate in the environment, etc. so as to promote environmental

protection and sustainable development in China and the world at large.

On the type, China’s environmental NGOs consist of those supported by the government,
organized voluntarily by private groups, organized by student groups and their unions, as well
as those international environmental NGOs based in China.

On quantity, China’s environmental NGOs have reached about 3600 by October 2008.

On regional distribution, China’s environmental NGOs are mainly concentrated in Beijing,
Tianjin, Shanghai, Chongqing and eastern coastal regions; followed by the provinces of
Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan, Yunnan and other ecological resource-rich provinces. Less NGOs
may be found in other regions.

(I) Environmental departments of China’s governments provide guidance and support to
environmental NGOs

In February 2006, State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) issued the Interim
Measures for Citizen Involvement in the Environmental Impact Assessment, China’s first
normative document allowing citizen involvement in environmental protection field. The
Measure provides a legal basis for environmental NGOs participating in environmental impact
assessment (EIA).

In April 2007, State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) issued the Measures for
the Disclosure of Environmental Information (for Trial Implementation), the first normative
legal document on the information disclosure.

In December 2010, the Ministry of Environmental Protection issued the Guidance on
Cultivating and Guiding the Orderly Development of the Environmental Social Organization.
It orders the environmental protection departments at all levels to strengthen the policy
support for environmental NGOs, to improve their external environment, to intensify their
capacity building, and to guide their development in a healthy and orderly manner.

(IT) A communication mechanism is established between government departments and
environmental NGOs.

In formulating the environmental policy, environmental NGOs help the government carry out
research on key environmental policies so as to ensure environmental policy reflecting the
public interest. From 2005 to 2011, the All-China Environment Federation (ACEF) held seven
sessions of China’s Environment and Development Forum, which aimed to provide comments
and suggestions on China’s major environmental issues for the government.

Government departments and environmental NGOs jointly carry out some large social public
activities to double their strength by the echoing of government’s action and NGOs’ activities.
In September 2011, supported by the Ministry of Environmental Protection and the Ministry
of Culture, ACEF organized the World’s “Top Three” Sopranos Concert--for environmental
protection to build the concept of greening and low carbon, in a bid to promote the culture of
environmental protection.

(III) Environmental NGOs supervise the government, and urge government departments
concerned to earnestly fulfill their responsibilities and performance.

January 10, 2012, the case of “ACEF suing Xiuwen County Environmental Protection Bureau
Guiyang Guizhou Province not Disclosing Environmental Information” was announced in
Qingzhen environmental protection court of Guizhou, and ACEF won the case, making it the
first public interest litigation case over environmental information disclosure in China.

Environmental NGOs promote enterprises in fulfilling their social responsibilities by
supervising as the social force.

(I) If the enterprises hurt the environment, environmental NGOs will come forward to
criticize the enterprises. Especially after the issuance and implementation of Interim Measures
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for Citizen Involvement in Environmental Impact Assessment, Ordinance on Information Disclo
by Government, and Measures on Environmental Information Disclosure, environmental Ni
have increased their supervision over the enterprises. For example, some environmental
prepare the list of polluting enterprises, and work with other social forces to supervise the pollut
enterprises.

(II) The cooperation between environmental NGOs and enterprises may involve in public activities,
exhibitions, research, and social surveys etc., and the former plays a role of guiding the enterprises
to meet environmental requirements and ideas during raw materials selection, production processes,
manufacturing, and end products. In 2007, ACEF working with China Mobile compiled Green
Olympics Guidebook for Junior High School Students and distributed it to students in six host cities
to provide deeper understanding of Green Olympics and to enhance the awareness of enterprises
social responsibility of China Mobile.Since 2000, China Environmental Protection Foundation
worked with enterprises including China’s Baoshan Iron & Steel Group Corporation, Amway (China)
Co., Ltd., Schneider Electric (China) Co., Ltd., Toto (China) Co., Ltd., Aviation Industry Corp.
of China, and Top Resource Conservation Engineering Co. Ltd. to carry out projects concerning
environmental protection, use of clean energy, climate change adaptation, and biodiversity
conservation.

(I) China’s environmental NGOs and the media

The media serves as the carriers and tools for China’s environmental NGOs to disseminate their
strategies. By the media, the impact of “pollution incidents” may widely spread, thus promoting
the improvement of environment. In April 2011, the ACEF worked with CCTV to make survey
and interviews over the issue of Tuotang Industrial Park, Lishui County of Nanjing Jiangsu, which
was reported in the “Live News” program. After the broadcast, Lishui county government and the
Environmental Protection Agency attached great importance to the issue, and ordered Qinhuai Paper
Co., Ltd. to stop production immediately and made investigation into the company. The company
was then imposed with penalties based on the investigation. After then, environmental remediation
had been requested to be taken by 173 companies in 2011 and 162 companies in 2012 in Nanjing city.
(IT) China’s environmental NGOs and the public

The public can involve in environmental issues through environmental NGOs, including such
activities as plastic bags substitution by green bags, a kilowatt saving plan, vehicle exhaust emission
reduction, environmental policy and legislative decisions. In addition, environmental NGOs are
helpful in easing social contradiction arising from pollution incidents, safeguarding legitimate rights
and interests of the victims of pollution, protecting the interest of the public and maintaining social
stability through the ways of supervision, mediation, legal action, and financial assistance. A survey
shows that 11% environmental NGOs have involved in environmental rights protection. Millions
of citizens have been received assistance provided by Pollution Victims Help Center of China
University of Political Science and Environmental Law Service Center of ACEF.

Over the past few years, the ability of China’s environmental NGOs has been enhanced and its
specialization been strengthened constantly. However, its capacity-building is still a weak link of
restricting its development.

As the environmental NGO serves as a third party between the government and the enterprises, it
needs to establish extensive cooperation with all social circles. At the same time, it is necessary for
the environmental NGO to position itself clearly, to strengthen its profession, to focus on personnel
development, to introduce advanced foreign technology and capital, to provide educational courses
and vocational training, to develop and implement development strategies based on China’s national
conditions, as well as to further improve its own ability.
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Thank you very much for information and pictures provided by
the Education and Publication of the Ministry of Environmental
Protection of People’s Republic of China, Xinhua News Agency,
All China Environment Federation, China Environmental
Protection Foundation, Beijing Xiaoqing Environmental
Engineering Co., Ltd.,HangZhou Sunland Construction
Co.,Ltd,and Dongwan Gold Ocean Co.,Ltd.
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